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The goal of drug abuse prevention is for the potential user to understand the 
damage and dangers of drug abuse.  Prevention stresses that the best way to 
stop drug abuse is not to start using drugs in the first place. Prevention involves 
everybody, including children, adults, and the community.  It is important for all 
members of society to work together to encourage a drug free America.

	
	
	
	
Letter	from	Gail	and	David	Katz	and	Melissa	Katz	Gold	
Founding	Directors,	SAVE	A	STAR	Drug	Awareness	Foundation	
	
	
The	SAVE	A	STAR	Drug	Awareness	Foundation	is	pleased	to	introduce	you	to	
the	very	first	PERMANENT	drug	education	exhibit.		This	exhibit,	called	Drugs:		
The	Damaging	Effects,	is	being	designed	and	constructed	by	the	SAVE	A	STAR	
Drug	Awareness	Foundation.		It	will	be	modeled	after	the	well-known	Drug	
Enforcement	Administration’s	traveling	exhibit,	known	as	Drugs:		Costs	and	
Consequences,	and	formerly	known	as	Target	America.		Their	exhibit	has	
already	been	in	14	cities	across	the	nation	and	has	been	viewed	by	over	22	
million	people.		The	most	current	exhibit	was	in	Mobile,	Alabama	and	will	be	
opening	soon	in	Austin,	Texas.		Our	exhibit,	like	theirs,	will	bring	powerful	
messages	about	the	destructive	impact	of	drug	abuse	on	communities	across	
our	nation.	
	
We	have	enclosed	two	testimonials	about	previous	DEA	exhibits	–	Drugs:		
Costs	and	Consequences	that	was	in	Los	Angeles,	California	and	Target	America	
that	was	in	Tampa,	Florida.	
	
Targeting	elementary,	middle	school,	and	high	school	audiences,	this	exhibit	
will	provide	critical	information	on	the	dangers	of	drugs	to	young	people	who	
may	never	hear	this	information	from	any	other	credible	source.		Many	
Americans	are	unaware	of	the	documented	damaging	effects	of	drug	abuse	on	
the	mind	and	body.		Lessons	learned	from	this	exhibit	provide	a	powerful	
stimulus	in	reducing	drug	abuse	among	our	nation’s	youth.	
	
Because	education	is	key	in	teaching	our	youth	about	the	gateway	drugs	and	
how	innocent	experimentation	can	lead	to	abuse,	addiction	and	death,	we	
would	like	to	serve	as	many	school	age	children	as	possible.		The	SAVE	A	STAR	
Drug	Awareness	Foundation	realizes	the	need	to	ensure	that	our	future—our	
children—will	have	every	opportunity	to	view	the	exhibit.			
	
Finally,	since	a	location	has	not	been	secured	or	finalized,	the	cost	to	
construct,	maintain,	and	properly	staff	this	endeavor	will	be	proposed	in	a	
separate	document.			
	
With	your	help	and	support,	The	SAVE	A	STAR	Drug	Awareness	Exhibit,	Drugs:	
The	Damaging	Effects,	will	make	a	difference	for	thousands	of	students	by	
providing	them	with	the	real	story	about	drugs	and	addiction.			
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Drugs have had a devastating impact on American society for 
over a century. The human toll of drug abuse–the lost talent 
and potential of those who have died in drug related 
incidents–is immeasurable. We invite you, the visitor, to place 
your own personal photos of those you have lost to drugs on 
this memorial wall.  

	
	
	
PLEASE	NOTE:		
The	photos	enclosed	in	this	brochure	are	of	actual	displays	and	interactive	
stations	that	were	displayed	at	the	DEA’s	traveling	exhibit	in	Mobile,	Alabama.			
	
These	photos	were	included	in	this	preview	to	give	the	reader	an	idea	of	the	
quality	and	general	content	that	will	be	used	in	SAVE	A	STAR’s	Drug	Education	
Center.	
	
	
David	Katz	 	 	 				 											Gail	Katz	
Board	Director																																																																										Melissa	Katz	Gold	 	 	 	 	 Melissa	Katz	Gold	
DEA	Educational	Foundation	 	 															Founding	Directors	 	 	
Founding	Director																																																																			SAVE	A	STAR	Drug	Awareness	Foundation	 	 	
SAVE	A	STAR	Drug	Awareness	Foundation	
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Prescription drug abuse has 
steadily increased over the 
past decade – out pacing 
other commonly abused 
illicit drugs. International 
criminal groups and medical 
personnel are diverting 
controlled medicines to 
illegal markets for profit.

DRUGS:  The Damaging Effects:

About the exhibit 

Most Americans are unaware of the tremendous costs associated with the
production, sale, and use of illegal drugs. The costs to society—estimated at
more than $200 billion a year—are borne by all of us in some way. Despite the
fact that most Americans are not drug users, we pay for users’ loss of
productivity, their health care, criminal justice costs, child welfare costs, and
the impact their drug use has on their own health and safety. The exhibit is
designed to open eyes to the science behind illegal drug addiction and the
myriad of costs to individuals, American society, and the world. This exhibit
will provide food for thought on how each and every one of us can make a
difference.

Displays of the exhibit will highlight the current battle with the recent
emergence of heroin use and heroin mixed with Fentanyl, the use of designer
synthetic drugs, and the epidemic of prescription drug abuse. One section will
present an overview of the science of addiction and some of the tragic costs to
the environment, costs to the body and brain, costs to health, and costs to
children. Visitors will learn how drug use and addiction impact so many
families and communities across the nation. Another section will look at
prevention and law enforcement issues, as well as research aimed at
understanding and breaking the cycle of drug abuse and addiction. Visitors
will be able to explore interactive kiosks and take home educational literature
and other resources.

This exhibit will give all visitors a much-needed learning opportunity. It will
open the eyes to the real facts and the heartbreaking statistics of lives lost.
Each visitor can be a part of the solution to make changes for the better.

The permanent location of the SAVE A STAR Drug Education’s Exhibit, Drugs:
The Damaging Effects, is to be determined.
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The deadly connection between substance abuse and driving is 
overwhelmingly evident. Over 18,000 deaths per year are a direct 
result of substance abuse.  

SAVE	A	STAR	Drug	Awareness	Foundation’s		
	

HISTORY	AND	MISSION	
	

The	SAVE	A	STAR	Drug	Awareness	Foundation	is	a	501	C	(3)	public	charity	that	
was	formed	in	2007,	when	we	lost	our	beloved	Daniel	to	the	disease	of	addiction.		
At	age	25,	when	most	young	men	and	women	are	beginning	their	journey	into	
responsible	adulthood,	Daniel	was	struggling	and	ultimately	died	as	a	result	of	a	
prescription	drug	overdose.		Daniel’s	physician	had	told	us	that	lots	of	kids	were	
smoking	pot	and	that	we	shouldn’t	worry	about	it.		We	didn’t	know	that	Daniel’s	
pot	use	would	become	the	gateway	to	his	drug	addiction.		We	watched	how	his	
experimentation	with	cigarettes,	alcohol,	pot,	and	pills	eventually	took	his	life.		We	
believed,	like	most	parents,	that	this	only	happens	to	other	families	and	that	it	
couldn’t	happen	to	us.		But	it	did.	

 
Today, opioid addiction is our nation’s fastest growing drug epidemic.  Our country is 
ADDICTED.  Almost everyone knows someone who is struggling with addiction, be it 
a friend, relative, neighbor, acquaintance, or even one of your own family members.  It 
is urgent that we address this life-threatening epidemic now,  as it is only going to get 
worse.  The statistics of drug related deaths are astounding. 

 
• Prescription drugs are killing more of our youth today than cocaine, 

heroin, methamphetamine, and inhalants combined. 
• Every day 2500 teens use prescription drugs for the very first time for 

non-medical reasons. 
• Seventy percent (70%) of people who abuse prescription drugs say that 

they get them out of the medicine cabinets in their own homes or the 
medicine cabinets of relatives and friends.   

   
The SAVE A STAR Drug Awareness Foundation, just like the DEA Educational 
Foundation, believes that education is key in trying to reduce the number of deaths 
related to drug use, abuse, and addiction. 
 
The mission of the SAVE A STAR Drug Awareness Foundation is to: 
 

1. Educate the public about the dangers and consequences of prescription drug 
abuse and addiction 

2. To provide for the collection and safe disposal of unused and expired 
medications, including controlled substances, thus keeping them out of the 
hands of individuals who might otherwise become victims of prescription drug 
abuse, addiction, and possible death. 
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Terrorist organizations 
are turning to alterna-
tive methods of fund-
ing for their activities. 
One lucrative revenue 
stream is the sale of 
illegal drugs. Drug 
traffickers themselves, 
also have grown 
increasingly accus-
tomed to using terror-
ist acts to sustain their 
activities.
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more than $200 billion a year—are borne by all of us in some way. Despite the
fact that most Americans are not drug users, we pay for users’ loss of
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the impact their drug use has on their own health and safety. The exhibit is
designed to open eyes to the science behind illegal drug addiction and the
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will provide food for thought on how each and every one of us can make a
difference.

Displays of the exhibit will highlight the current battle with the recent
emergence of heroin use and heroin mixed with Fentanyl, the use of designer
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